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Antique Furniture Repair Mistakes 





By John Allen





About one third of the repairs undertaken at Capital Restoration are to fix old or recent repairs that were improperly done.  Oftentimes we are called in to rescue a home repair attempt that has gone awry.  Here are a few tips to avoid costly mistakes.





If you have a loose joint or piece of trim on a piece of wooden furniture that was made before the 1940’s do not attempt to re-glue it with any modern synthetic glue.  They will not provide a lasting repair as modern glues are not chemically compatible with the original natural glues used at that time.  Often, especially in weak pieces like chairs, joints have been re-glued repeatedly with many types of glue.  Any additional glue repair will soon fail.  In a case like this, all the old adhesives must be carefully removed and the interior of the joint rebuilt with wood to ensure a tight joint and a strong repair.





Especially dangerous to your furniture is polyurethane glue.  Gorilla Glue is the brand most commonly sold in hardware stores. It expands as it cures and can push joints apart and cause moldings and applied carvings to slide out of position.  Additionally it will foam up out of a joint and stick to and damage surrounding finishes.  Despite manufacturer claims, polyurethane glues performed quite poorly in strength tests carried out in laboratory conditions.





Most original joints in furniture were designed to be structural strong when simply glued together and without any fasteners.  Resist the temptation to try and strengthen loose joints with nails as they can split the wood and provide no lasting strength.  The original makers knew to allow for the seasonal expansion and contraction of wood in their designs.  Never attempt to hold a loose door panel or tabletop rigidly in place with nails or adhesives.  Next winter, when the panel attempts to shrink, splitting along the grain is likely to result.





Finally, when cleaning wood surfaces avoid polishes with silicon.  The most commonly used brand is Pledge.  Once silicon has contaminated the finish it is difficult to remove.  Even after stripping the finish, silicon still is present on the wood surface.  Silicon lowers the surface tension of the wood or finish causing new finish to bead up like water on a freshly waxed car.  This makes touch ups of damage to a finish much more difficult and expensive.  Alternatives include lemon or orange oils which state that they do not use silicon or paste wax.  I will address finish care in more detail in a future article.





If you have further questions about furniture care, you can contact John at � HYPERLINK "http://www.capitalrestorationnc.com" ��www.capitalrestorationnc.com�

















